
Meeting the Stars – A Field Trip to the City of Space 

   From the 5th to the 8th of June, a twenty-six students from Ferreira Dias Secondary School 

had the chance of visiting the warm city of Toulouse, France. But it wasn’t the high 

temperatures that stopped any of the students or their teachers from visiting the many places 

that had so much to teach them. 

   On June 5, the first day of the trip, a long walk around the city of Toulouse took students and 

teachers to the Capitolium, but also to the banks of the Garona River that surely amazed them. 

But, in the end, what really overwhelmed them all was the realisation of how close their hotel 

stayed to the City of Space. So close, in fact, that the Ariana Rocket could be seen from right 

outside their windows! 

   As one would expect, the second day of the trip was completely dedicated to the City of 

Space, where everyone made their way to quite early in the morning. There, the experience 

included a visit to their magnificent Planetarium, right before lunch. But the afternoon was no 

less appealing. After the food, came the IMAX session that revealed the secrets behind the 

construction and maintenance of one of the most well-known space telescopes – the Hubble. 

Nevertheless, that wasn’t all. After the movie session came the need to visit space itself, 

thereby, all students prepared to walk the on surface of the moon. Indeed a very fun 

experience! 

   Pitying the fact that they had to leave the City of Space behind, yet still as enthusiastic as 

before, still wanting to learn more, the students went all the way back to the city of Toulouse 

where they visited the Natural History Museum that taught some of them, and reminded 

others, of all those terms associated with Biology and Geology. The afternoon revealed itself 

just as interesting, as, this time, History took over as they all visited St. Etiénne’s Cathedral and 

the Monument of the Dead. 

   At last, the 8th of June came, the final day of the trip – not that anyone wanted to come back 

already!  

   It was, still, just as captivating to visit the Airbus Corporation. Despite de controversial 

happenings that didn’t allow the students to take part in the whole visit, a lot of information 

was still transmitted to all of them about the building and the testing of the many planes made 

there. Information that would perhaps not find its way to us any other way. Not to mention 

the one in a million chance to explore a Concorde plane! 

   In the end, it was, even if a tiresome trip, a voyage that marked teachers and students with 

great memories. 
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